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MidPenn Can Help You With Public Benefits

Food Stamps, Medical Assistance, Cash Assistance, Supportive Services

By Jennifer Heverly, Esg. & Joan Beers, Paralegal
Attorney Heverly and Ms. Beers are advocates with MidPenn Legal Services.

Sharonisajunior in college and a mother of two.
Her food stamps were cut because the County
Assistance Office was incorrectly counting the
money she received from a work study program as
income. An advocate from MidPenn Legal
Services went with her to a meeting with her
casawor ker.

As a result, her food stamps wer e corrected
retroactively (for 7 months) and Sharon started
receiving supportive services from the County
Assistance Office that she was not receiving
before, including child care, mileage to and from
school, and help paying her lab fees.

Thisisjust one example of the help that MidPenn
can provide to clients who receive public benefits.
If Sharon’s problem wasn’t resolved at the meeting
with the caseworker, MidPenn could help her
appeal the decision and represent her at a hearing.

Maryann’'s cancer treatment made it impossible
for her to work, so she applied for public

assistance and social security benefits. When
she started getting social security disability, her
income increased and her medical assistance,
which paid for her treatment, was ter minated.
She would have to wait two yearsto be eligible
for Medicare. She contacted MidPenn.

A MidPenn advocate knew of a special medical
assistance program for people being treated for
breast or cervical cancer. Maryann was
eligible for that program. The advocate also
prevented the termination of her Medicaid and
helped her reapply for benefits.

The caseworkers at County Assistance Offices
often work on alarge number of cases and
regularly make mistakes in calculating the
amount of abenefit or determining who is
eligible. There are dozens of benefits available
through the Assistance Office, including:

food stamps

cash assistance

medical assistance

child care subsidies
transportation allowances
emergency shelter allowances

and other supportive services.

Therulesfor determining
who is eligible for these
services are complicated
and vary from program to
program.
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A person’sright to appeal decisions made by
the Assistance Officeisan important part of
obtaining or protecting benefits, but thereare
deadlinesfor appealing.

These deadlines should be explained in anotice
issued anytime adecision is made. For medical
and cash assistance, the appeal period is thirty
(30) days while for food stampsit is ninety (90)
days.

If you are currently receiving a benefit, and it is
being terminated or reduced, you must appeal
within ten days to have the benefits continue
until ahearing.

The right to appeal appliesto all decisions made
in connection with your benefits, including
decisions made by health insurance companies
denying coverage for a prescription drug,
surgical procedure or medical equipment, like a
wheelchair.

Michelle and Jason are married and have four
children. They contacted MidPenn because they
were having trouble paying their rent. They
thought their family wasn't eligible for assistance
because both parents work and they had a
combined gross income of $2600 a month. The
lawyer who interviewed them suggested they

apply for benefits.
T

B

Based on their rent, utilities, and the ages of their
children, they were eligible for $144/month in
food stamps, medical assistance for their

Public Benefits Seminars

If you would like an advocate to come to your organi-
zation or group to talk about public benefits contact:

Mary Ann Dahl 814/238-4958 or 800/326-9177

Joan Beers 717/243-9400 or 800/822-5288

children and child care subsidies. They no
longer have problems making their rent
payments.

If you'reinterested in applying for benefits,
you can apply for everything on one
application. Depending on the benefits for
which you are applying, more information will
be requested after the initial application. You
may be required to apply for child support if
you apply for cash assistance or child care, but
there are exceptions to this requirement,
including an exception for victims of domestic
violence.

To apply for benefits, contact your county
assistance office. The blue pages of your
telephone directory will have contact
information.

If you have questions about your benefits or

would like to appeal a decision made by the

County Assistance Office, contact your local
MidPenn Legal Services office.

MidPenn has a Public Benefits Project staffed
by paraegals and attorneys who can provide
you with information and representation in
these areas. Additional information isalso
available at these websites:

Department of Public Welfare:
www.dpw.state.pa.us

Pennsylvania Health Law Project:
www.phlp.org

PA Law Help: www.palawhelp.org
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2" Bulletin Board

Clearfield Office Relocates

The Clearfield Office of MidPenn
Legal Services has relocated to:

211 East Locust Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
814/765-9646

Applicants for service should call:
800-326-9177.

Excdlence Award

At a ceremony held in March in

Harrisburg, Paralegal Carolyn Sexton

from MidPenn’s York office was a
recipient of a Pennsylvania Legal

Services Excellence award. The award

honors and cel ebrates extraordinary

people who are part of legal services

programs throughout the
Commonwealth.

For moreinformation about the
services provided by MidPenn
Legal Services, helpful linksand
back issues of Keynotes, visit our
website.

www. midpenn.org

Women Who CareAward

On May 5, Lancaster paraega
Valerie Casereceived a Fulton
Theater Women Who Care Awar d.
This award is given to women
who have made a significant
contribution to the quality of life
in Lancaster County.

Pictured from left to right: Richard Mohler, Mark Remy, Christopher Torquato,
Stewart “ Skip” Cilo, Patricia Gardener, Stephen Snook, Daniel Searer.

Mifflin County Volunteer
Attor neys Recognized

At the April 13, 2005 meeting of
the Mifflin County Bar
Association, Attorneys Stuart
“Skip” Cilo, Patricia Gardner,
Richard Mohler, Mark J. Remy,
Daniel Searer, Stephen Snook and
Christopher Torquato were
recognized by MidPenn Legal
Servicesfor their pro bono
participation in 2004.

MidPenn Legal Services gratefully works in conjunction with many local bar associations. Volunteer
attorneys conduct legal advice clinics, represent clients and conduct community legal education
seminars or provide financia support to legal services. There are over 1,000 volunteer attorneysin

the MidPenn service area.




Keynotesis a publication of MidPenn Legal
Services, made possiblein part by a grant
from the Centre County United Way. The
information in Keynotes is general
information and not specific legal advice.
If you have a specific legal problem, you
should consult an attorney.

MidPenn Legal Servicesis a private, 501(c)
(3) corporation providing legal servicesto
low-income people living in Adams,
Bedford, Berks, Blair, Centre, Clearfield,
Cumberland, Dauphin, Fulton, Franklin,
Huntingdon, Juniata, Lancaster, Lebanon.
Mifflin, Perry, Schuylkill and York
Counties.

MidPenn L egal Services Office Directory

Administration

213-A North Front Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
717/234-0492

Fax: 717/234-0496

Altoona

205 Lakemont Park Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16601
814/943-8139

Fax: 814/944-2640

Bedford

322 S. Juliana St.
Bedford, PA 15522
814/623-6189

Fax: 814/623-6180

Carlide

8 Irvine Row
Carlisle, PA 17013
717/243-9400

Fax: 717/243-8026

Chambersburg

230 Lincoln Way E., Ste. A
Chambersburg, PA 17201
717/264-5354

Fax: 717/264-2420

Clearfield

211 East Locust Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
814/765-9646

Fax: 814/765-1396

Gettysburg

128 Breckenridge St.
Gettysburg, Pa 17325
717/334-7624

Fax: 717/334-0863

Harrisburg

213-A N. Front St.
Harrisburg, PA 17101
717/232-0581

Fax: 717/232-7821

Lancaster

38 N. Christian St., Ste. 200
Lancaster, PA 17603
717/299-0971

Fax: 717/295-2328

L ebanon

513 Chestnut St.
Lebanon, PA 17402
717/274-2834

Fax: 717/274-0379

Lewistown

3 W. Monument Sqg., Ste. 203
Lewistown, PA 17044
717/248-3099

Fax: 717/248-0791

Pottsville

315 N. Centre St.
Pottsville, PA 17901
570/628-3931

Fax: 570/628-9697

Reading

501 Washington Street #401
Reading, PA 19601
610/376-8656

Fax: 610/376-8650

State College

2054 East College Avenue
State College, PA 16801
814/238-4958

Fax: 814/238-9504

York

256 East Market Street
York, PA 17403
717/848-3607

Fax: 717/854-5431



