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Adoption is not only a process 
whereby couples who cannot have 
children adopt a child, it is also a 
process whereby a spouse with a 
child from another relationship can 
involve their current spouse in that 
child’s life in more than just a 
stepparent role.  However, the 
adoption of the stepchild involves 
more than the intent to make that 
child your “own.” 
 
First, the biological parent and the 
adoptive parent must be married.  
The Court is hesitant about granting 
someone new in a child’s life all the 
rights associated with parenthood if 
that person is not a constant figure.   
Therefore, boyfriends and girlfriends 
who want to adopt will be turned 
away. 
 
The next hurdle that you must get 
over is termination of the biological 
parent’s rights.  This can be 
accomplished in two ways: 
voluntarily and involuntarily.  
 
If the biological parent agrees with 
the stepparent adopting the child, 

you may proceed with voluntary 
termination of parental rights.   
 
If the biological parent cannot be 
found or does not agree with the 
adoption, one must proceed with 
involuntary termination of parental 
rights. Whether it is a 
voluntary or involuntary 
termination of parental 
rights, the procedure is 
basically the same.   
 
First a Petition to 
Terminate Parental 
Rights is filled out and 
filed by the petitioning 
biological parent.  It is 
sent to the biological 
parent whose rights are to 
be terminated.   
 
If that parent agrees with 
the termination, he or she 
simply needs to acknowledge that he 
or she agrees by signing an 
Affidavit of Consent and returning 
the form.  If he or she does not agree 
to the termination or cannot be 
found, the procedure becomes a little 
more difficult. 
 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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At that point, the petitioning parent should 
get a Court Order to place an advertisement 
in the local newspaper and legal journal 
indicating that there will be an involuntary 
Termination of Parent Rights Hearing for 
that child.  The Involuntary Termination of 
Parental Rights Hearing must be scheduled 
no less than ten (10) days after the filing of 
the Involuntary Termination of Parental 
Rights Petition. 
 
The next step in the process is the 
Termination Hearing.  In a Voluntary 
Termination Hearing where the biological 
parent whose rights are being terminated 
agrees with the termination, he or she may 
attend the hearing and testify to that fact or 
their signed Affidavit of Consent to the 
termination of their parental rights will 
suffice.  
 
In an Involuntary Termination Hearing 
where the biological parent whose rights are 
to be terminated has not acknowledged 
receipt of the Termination Petition or Notice 
of the Hearing or has not signed an Affidavit 
of Consent, other means must be used to 
prove that termination of their parental rights 
are in the child’s best interest.   
 
If the biological parent whose rights are to 
be terminated is not present at the hearing, 
the other biological parent must testify as to 
whether the biological parent at issue is the 
natural parent of the child.  This is usually 
done using the child’s birth certificate and/or 
an Acknowledgement of Paternity Form.   
 
There also must be testimony as to how the 
biological parent whose rights are being 
terminated was served with the Petition as  

well as knowledge of their last known 
whereabouts and last known contact with the 
child.  Of course, the biological parent 
whose rights are to be terminated may attend 
the hearing and testify as to why their rights 
should not be terminated.   
 
Once the Court is satisfied that the biological 
parent whose rights are to be terminated 
either agrees with the termination 
(voluntary) or has been provided with 
sufficient notice of the hearing and the desire 
to terminate their parent rights (involuntary), 
the Court will make a finding and enter an 
Order that terminates the parental rights of 
the biological parent in question.  
 
Once the Court enters this Order terminating 
parental rights, that biological parent must be 
provided with a copy of that Order and the 
completion of the adoption proceedings must 
wait for thirty days until the appeal period 
expires.  In other words, the biological 
parent who has just had their parental rights 
terminated has thirty (30) days to appeal the 
Judge’s Order terminating their parental 
rights. 
 
In the case of an involuntary termination of 
parental rights, the Court will only find that a 
biological parent’s rights should be 
involuntarily terminated if that parent 
demonstrates that he or she no longer wants 
to be a parent to that child or refuses or fails 
to perform their parental duties to that child 
for a period of at least six months or if the 
biological parent repeatedly abuses or 
neglects the child. 
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Parental duties include, but are not limited to: 
 
♦ Paying child support 
♦ Visiting the child 
♦ Telephoning the child 
♦ Sending birthday or holiday gifts to the child. 
 
The third and final step in the process of adoption 
is the adoption itself.   
 
After the biological parent’s parental rights have 
been terminated, the biological and adoptive 
parent complete and file an Adoption Petition 
stating that the adoptive parent intends and wants 
to adopt the child and the biological parent 
agrees with it.  The adoptive parent also indicates 
that he or she understands that the child will have 
all rights as any biological child of his or hers 
would have, including the right to inherit from 
them. 
 
It is important to note that once a child is 
adopted by a non-biological parent, that 
adoptive parent now takes on the role of a 
biological parent and is responsible for all 
aspects of that child’s life including any child 
support due to that child should the adoptive 
and biological parent divorce or separate.   
 
On the other hand, the adoptive parent also 
has the right to seek custody of that child 
should the adoptive and biological parents 
divorce or separate.   
 
At the final adoption hearing, the adoptive parent 
takes the witness stand and testifies before the 
Court that he or she understands all the 

ramifications of becoming the adoptive 
parent of the child and wishes to adopt the 
child.   
 
This hearing is almost always conducted in a 
private setting in the Judge’s Chambers. If 
the adoptive child is old enough, he or she 
also attends the adoption hearing and 
indicates for the Court, on the record,  that 
he or she also wants the adoption to occur.   
 
Once the Court is satisfied with the adoptive 
parent and the biological parent’s intentions, 
the Court enters an Order stating that the 
adoptive parent is now the parent of the child 
in question.  The last step is to have the birth 
certificate of the child changed to reflect the 
new last name of the child and list the 
adoptive parent as the mother or father of the 
child. 
 
For the adoptive parent and the biological 
parent/spouse, adoption is one of the 
happiest and most rewarding times.  It is also 
one of the most rewarding times for their 
attorney. 



MidPenn Legal Services 
2054 East College Avenue 
State College, PA 16830 

Clearfield 
211 1/2 East Locust Street 
Clearfield, PA  16830 
814/765-9646 
Fax: 814/765-1396 
 
Gettysburg 
128 Breckenridge St. 
Gettysburg, Pa  17325 
717/334-7624 
Fax: 717/334-0863 
 
Harrisburg  
213-A N. Front St. 
Harrisburg, PA  17101 
717/232-0581 
Fax: 717/232-7821 
 
Lancaster 
38 N. Christian St., Ste. 200 
Lancaster, PA  17603 
717/299-0971 
Fax: 717/295-2328 
 
Lebanon 
513 Chestnut St. 
Lebanon, PA  17402 
717/274-2834 
Fax: 717/274-0379 

Administration 
3540 N. Progress Ave., Ste. 102 
Harrisburg, PA  17110 
717/234-0492 
Fax: 717/234-0496 
 
Altoona 
1107 12th St., Suite 1 
Altoona, PA  16601 
814/943-8139 
Fax: 814/944-2640 
 
Bedford 
322 S. Juliana St. 
Bedford, PA  15522 
814/623-6189 
Fax: 814/623-6180 
 
Carlisle 
8 Irvine Row 
Carlisle, PA 17013 
717/243-9400 
Fax: 717/243-8026 
 
Chambersburg 
230 Lincoln Way E., Ste. A 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 
717/264-5354 
Fax: 717/264-2420 

Lewistown 
3 W. Monument Sq., Ste. 203 
Lewistown, PA 17044 
717/248-3099 
Fax: 717/248-0791 
 
Pottsville 
100 West Laurel Blvd. 
Pottsville, PA  17901 
570/628-3931 
Fax: 570/628-9697 
 
Reading 
501 Washington Street #401 
Reading, PA  19601 
610/376-8656 
Fax: 610/376-8650 
 
State College 
2054 East College Avenue 
State College, PA 16801 
814/238-4958 
Fax: 814/238-9504 
 
York  
256 East Market Street 
York, PA 17403 
717/848-3607 
Fax: 717/854-5431 

MidPenn Legal Services Office Directory 

 

Keynotes is a 
publication of MidPenn 
Legal Services, made 
possible in part by a 
grant from the Centre 
County United Way.  
The information in 

Keynotes is general information and not 
specific legal advice.  If you have a 
specific legal problem, you should consult 
an attorney.   
 
MidPenn Legal Services is a private, 501
(c)(3) corporation providing legal services 
to low-income people living in Adams, 
Bedford, Berks, Blair, Centre, Clearfield, 
Cumberland, Dauphin, Fulton, Franklin, 
Huntingdon, Juniata, Lancaster, Lebanon. 
Mifflin, Perry, 
Schuylkill and 
York Counties. 

We’re on the web! 
www.midpenn.org 
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